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Light & Power
Spring 2022

How many squirrels did you find in our Newsletter?
Name: __________________________________________________
Phone #:____________________________Your Guess: _________

Fill in your guess, clip out the form, and mail it to:

900 S. Water St., Bay City, MI 48708
Or email: EnergySmart@BayCityMI.org
Submissions accepted until May 31, 2022

fb.com/BayCityElectric

Considering Solar?
Are you seeing ads that say you can eliminate your electric utility bill by installing solar?
Bay City Electric Light & Power (BCELP) supports the advancement of solar, other renewables
and the companies that provide them. We encourage you to speak with our staff to
discuss your energy history, how rates are structured, available rebates/tax
incentives, and how installing rooftop solar may impact your electric bill.
BCELP supports our communities efforts to move toward renewable energy. We
encourage you to remember the old adage of “Buyer Beware.” We respect that
some customers may want to support green initiatives regardless of the cost.
However, please be sure you do your research.
If you are installing solar to reduce your electric bill, to reduce your carbon footprint,
or to be a good steward to the environment, be aware of what the ads are
NOT telling you and make sure you read the fine print.

Energy Saving Tip
Did you know if your TV, computer and appliances are plugged in they are quietly draining
electricity - all day, every day - even when they are turned off? Electricity consumed by
products when they are switched off or in a standby mode is known as standby power. While it
may not be readily noticed, standby power is a big issue. It accounts for 5 to 10% of residential
energy use and could cost the average US household as much as $100 per year. Here are a few
tips from the US Department of Energy that you can take action on right now to reduce your
standby power loads and save money:




Use a power strip with switches
Unplug your electronics when not in use
Consider using ENERGYSTAR® products

For more information visit: www.energy.gov/energysaver

Allergies & Air Purifiers
Spring is here and allergy season is upon us. The Environmental Protection
Agency says the most effective ways to improve your indoor air quality is to
reduce or remove the sources of pollutants and ventilate with clean outdoor air.


Many air purifiers can remove up to 99% of airborne bacteria
(pollen, mold spores and other airborne pollutants)
 Air purifiers help reduce smell and odors, allowing you to inhale
cleaner air
 Air purifiers can keep your lungs healthier and help prevent longterm breathing issues
Incentives for the purchase of ENERGYSTAR® certified air purifiers are available.
For more information or for a rebate application, contact us at (989) 894-8350 or
visit us online at:

www.BayCityEnergySmart.org
Source: epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/air-cleaners-and-air-filters-home

Solar Considerations
Below are a few things to consider when deciding to make the solar investment:




Panels only produce when the sun is shining
Big trees on/around your property may reduce the amount of solar available
Check into the cost and benefit of battery storage
 Tax incentives/utility rebates help, but do not pay for the system
 You will still have an electric bill
 Know your goals before speaking with solar companies
 Get multiple quotes from solar companies, check the BBB rating
 Evaluate your current energy usage patterns and determine if there
are ways to reduce. The more energy efficient your home, the less solar
you would need to install.
Solar power is great technology if used the right way and at the right
place. We are on your side, so please contact us to help you make an
educated decision.
To find out the potential performance of solar for your home, visit https://pvwatts.nrel.gov/.

Clean Energy Survey Results
We asked for your help by providing us feedback on
where you, our customer, would like Bay City Electric
Light & Power to focus our attention for a Clean Energy
Program. Thank you to the nearly 500 respondents.
We asked your thoughts on:





What green initiatives are important to focus on
Where some of your future investments may be
Which energy conservation programs are important
How much renewable energy should be in our portfolio
We are in the process of analyzing data to work toward
formulating a long-term plan based on information from
you. Your opinion matters and we appreciate your input!
More to come ...

Reliability
Squirrels are cute, but they create problems
for electric utilities and utility customers. The
American Public Power Association’s most
recent survey on reliability shows the most
common cause of outages for public power
utilities is wildlife near power equipment.
What is BCELP doing? We are putting wildlife
protection guards in place on new
construction, our existing substations have
been updated with plexiglass deterrents, and
guards are installed when there is an area
deemed to be problematic.

Congratulations!

Thank You!

The real snowflakes are gone for
the season, but Eloise W.
correctly guessed 23 as the
number of snowflakes in the
Winter 2022 Newsletter. Hurray!
She won an energy efficiency gift
valued at over $100.

BCELP welcomed more than 450 guests at
our Customer Appreciation Event at City
Hall on February 14th! We appreciate the
great turn out and support.

This guess contest had an
overwhelming number of
responses submitted, so Ron K.
also received an efficiency gift for
almost guessing the correct
number of snowflakes!

Sandy B. is the lucky recipient of the
Emergency Preparedness Kit
that was raffled off. The duffle
bag style kit included a
hand-crank radio, safety
light stick, mylar foil
emergency blanket,
candles, matches, and
flashlight with batteries.

The Critical Care Program provides courtesy notification of a planned outage to
customers who are medically reliant on electric utility service. An account coded
as critical care allows BCELP to provide advance notification of scheduled power
outages in order to give customers the ability to activate back-up power
generating sources or implement contingency plans.
It is recommended all critical care customers prepare for both planned and unplanned
outages by having back-up power sources in place to operate medical equipment, as
well as a relocation plan. Alternative power sources are not provided by the utility
during outages.

Utility Customer Service
Programs available for eligible customers:
• Programs for seniors 65 years of age or older
• Full time active military personnel protections
• Critical care/life support program
• Winter Protection Plan
For additional programs and applications contact
UCS at (989) 894-8104 or at www.BayCityMI.org
Need utility assistance?

Dial 211 (hearing impaired dial (800) 649-3777)

Bay City Electric Light
& Power
900 S. Water Street
Bay City, MI 48708
(989) 894-8350

